
















E. SCOTT PRUITT
 

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF OKLAHOMA
 

March 28,2012	 FILED 
MAR 282012 

QK1.AHOMA SECl1c'Ml
Senator Brian Bingman OFSTAiE . 
President Pro Tempore 
Oklahoma Senate 
2300 N. Lincoln Blvd., Room 422 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105-4897 

Representative Kris Steele 
Speaker, Oklahoma House of Representatives 
2300 N. Lincoln Blvd., Room 401 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105-4897 

Glenn Coffee, Secretary of State 
OfEce of the Secretary of State 
2300 N. Lincoln Blvd., Room 101 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105-4897 

Senator Josh Brecheen 
2300 N. Lincoln, Room 513A 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105-4897 

Re:	 Ballot Title for State Question No. 762, Legislative Referendum No. 360 

Dear President Pro Tempore Bingman, Speaker Steele, Secretary Coffee and Senator Brecheen: 

In accordance with the provisions of34 0.S.2011, § 9(C), we have reviewed the proposed ballot 
title for the above-referenced State Question and conclude that it does not comply with applicable laws 
for the following reasons: 

It does not adequately explain the effect of the proposition as: 

•	 it does not explain that the measure would change the law to remove the Governor from 
the process of granting parole for nonviolent offenses; 

•	 it does not explain that the measure provides that the Pardon and Parole Board may 
recommend to the Governor but may not itselfgrant parole for specified offenses - most 
of which are violent offenses; 

•	 it mistakenly states that the measure requires a report to the Legislature for all pardons 
and paroles granted, whereas the measure requires a report for only paroles granted. 
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Having found that the ballot title does not comply with applicable laws, we will, in accordance 
with the provisions 01'34 0.S.20 11, § 9(C), within ten (10) business days, prepare a preliminary ballot 
title which complies with the law and furnish a copy to each of you. 

Sincerely, 

L.&e6JJ[(f
E. SCOTT PRUITT 
ATTORNEY GENERAL 

ESP:ab 



FILED 
APR 1 1 2012 

E. SCOTT PRUITT OKLAHOMA 8ECHa:1ARY 
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF OKLAHOMA OF STAre 

April 11, 2012 

The Honorable Brian Bingman 
Senate President Pro Tempore 
State Capitol, Room 422 
2300 N.Lincoln Boulevard 
Oklahoma City, OK 73105 

The Honorable Kris Steele 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
State Capitol, Room 401 
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard 
Oklahoma City, OK 73105 

Glenn Coffee, Secretary of State 
Office of the Secretary of State 
2300 N. Lincoln Blvd., Room 101 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105-4897 

The Honorable Josh Brecheen 
State Senator 
2300 N. Lincoln, Room 513A 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Re: Preliminary Ballot Title for State Question No. 762, Legislative Referendum No. 360 

Dear Senator Bingman, Speaker Steele, Secretary Coffee and Senator Brecheen: 

Having found that the proposed ballot title for the above-referenced state question did not 
comply with applicable laws, we have, in accordance with the provisions of34 0.S.201 L § 9(C), 
prepared the following Preliminary Ballot Title. As a Title 34 ballot title review, the following does 
not constitute an Attomey General Opinion on the merits or constitutionality of the underlying 
proposed changes in the law. 'rhe Preliminary Ballot Title reads as follows: 
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PRELIMINARY BALLOT TITLE FOR STATE QUESTION NO. 762
 

This measure amends Section 10 ofArticle 6 ofthe Oklahoma Constitution. It changes cun-ent law, 
decreasing the power and authority of the Governor by removing the Govemor from the parole 
process for persons convicted of certain offenses defined as nonviolent offenses. It enlarges the 
power and authority of the Pardon and Parole Board by authorizing that Board, in place of the 
Govemor, to grant parole to persons convicted of certain offenses defined as nonviolent offenses. 

The Legislature defines what offenses are nonviolent offenses and the Legislature may change that 
definition. 

The measure authorizes the Pardon and Parole Board to recommend to the Governor, but not to itself 
grant, parole for persons convicted of certain offenses, specifically those offenses identified by law 
as crimes for which persons are required to serve not less than eighty-five percent of their sentence 
prior to being considered for parole and those designated by the Legislature as exceptions to 
nonviolent offenses. For those offenses for which persons are required to serve a minimum 
mandatory period ofconfinement prior to being eligible to be considered for parole, the Pardon and 
Parole Board may not recommend parole until that period of confinement has been served. 

SHALL THE PROPOSAL BE APPROVED? 

FOR TUE PROPOSAL - YI~S 

AGAINST THE PROPOSAL - NO 

Respectfully submitted, 

E. Scott Pmitt 
Attorney General 

ESP/ab 



CAPITOL BUll_DINGKHIS STfOELE 

PHON" (405) 557-7345SPfCAKER 

FILED
Office of the Speaker 

APR 2 3 2012Oklahoma House of Representatives 
Oklahoma City, OK 73105 

April 19,2012 

The Honorable E. Scott Pruitt 
Attorney General 
313 NE 21 st Street 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Attorney General Pruitt, 

Pursuant to the provisions of 34 O.S. 2011, § 9(C), I have reviewed your 
proposed ballot title for State Question No. 762 and would make the following 
comment. I would request that you strike the language in the second paragraph that 
reads, "The Legislature defines what olTenses are nonviolent olTenses and the 
Legislature may change that definition." I believe this language is unnecessary and 
does not speak to the effect of the proposition as required by 34 O.S. 2011, § 9(B)(2). 
The language should also be removed as it could be construed as expressing partiality 
in violation of 34 O.S. 2011, § 9(B)(4). 

Thank you for your thoughtful consideration of these concerns and I look 
forward to your response. 

Cc 

KSjh 

Senak ['resident Pro Tempore Ill'lan llingman 
(jlcnn ("on"e, ~ecrctary or ~tate 

Sella!ur lush Ureehecn RECEIVED 
APR 2 3 2012 

OKLAHOMA SECAE'IAH) 
OF STATE 



RECEIVED 
APR 3 0 2012 

OKLAHOMA SECRETARYE. SCOTT PRUITT OF STATE 
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF OKLAHOMA 

FILED 
APR 3'0 2012April 30, 2012 

Ot\l..rv1uMA ScCHi; IAHY 
Glenn Coffee, Secretary of State OF STATE , 
Office of the Secretary of State 
2300 N. Lincoln Blvd., Room 101 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105-4897 

The Honorable Brian Bingman 
Senate President Pro Tempore 
State Capitol, Room 422 
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard 
Oklahoma City, OK 73105 

The Honorable Kris Steele 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
State Capitol, Room 401 
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard 
Oklahoma City, OK 73105 

Re: Final Ballot Title for State Question No. 762, Legislative Referendum No. 360 

Dear Secretary Coffee, Senator Bingman and Speaker Steele: 

Having found that the proposed ballot title for the above-referenced state question did not 
comply with applicable laws, we prepared a Preliminary Ballot Title on April 11,2012. We have 
considered comments by Speaker Steele to that Preliminary Ballot Title and, in accordance with 34 
O.S. 2011, § 9(C), have prepared the following Final Ballot Title. As a Title 34 ballot title review, 
the following does not constitute an Attorney General Opinion on the merits or constitutionality of 
the underlying proposed changes in the law. The Final Ballot Title reads as follows: 

FINAL BALLOT TITLE FOR STATE QUESTION NO. 762 

This measure amends Section 10 ofArticle 6 ofthe Oklahoma Constitution. It changes current law, 
decreasing the power and authority of the Governor by removing the Governor from the parole 
process for persons convicted of certain offenses defined as nonviolent offenses. It enlarges the 
power and authority of the Pardon and Parole Board by authorizing that Board, in place of the 
Governor, to grant parole to persons convicted of certain offenses defined as nonviolent offenses. 
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The Legislature defines what offenses are nonviolent offenses and the Legislature may change that 
definition. 

The measure authorizes the Pardon and Parole Board to recommend to the Governor, but not to itself 
grant, parole for persons convicted of certain offenses, specifically those offenses identified by law 
as crimes for which persons are required to serve not less than eighty-five percent of their sentence 
prior to being considered for parole and those designated by the Legislature as exceptions to 
nonviolent offenses. For those offenses for which persons are required to serve a minimum 
mandatory period ofconfinement prior to being eligible to be considered for parole, the Pardon and 
Parole Board may not recommend parole until that period of confinement has been served. 

SHALL THE PROPOSAL BE APPROVED? 

FOR THE PROPOSAL - YES 

AGAINST THE PROPOSAL - NO 

Respectfully subrnitted, 

~.1( 1;2rzr-­
E. Scott Pruitt 
Attorney General 

cc: 

ESP/ab 



---"--.-.------..".-V"1TIei1i1.C"~	 'tI-------------------------­
Mary Fallin 

Secretary of State Governor 

OKlAHOMA SECRETARY OF STATE 

May 4,2012 

RECEIVED 

MAY 04 2012The Honorable Paul Ziriax
 
Secretary, State Election Board
 

STATE ELECTION State Capitol, Room 3
 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 BOARD 

Re:	 State Question No. 762, Legislative Referendum 360
 
Proposed Constitutional Amendments to Parole Process
 

Dear Secretary Ziriax: 

In accordance with the provisions of 34 O.S. § 9(C)(2), I herewith transmit the Attorney 
General's Final Ballot Title for State Question 762, Legislative Referendum 360 and attest that 
the enclosed copy of Senate Joint Resolution 25 is a true and accurate copy of the measure tiled 
with this office. 

If our office may be of further assistance, please let us know. 

Sincerely, 

V. Glenn Coffee
 
Secretary of State
 

~~l~.~~~ 
Assistant Secretary of State 

Enclosures:	 Final Ballot Title
 
State Question 762, Legislative Referendum 360
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-------	 Tlv....,.G""lt7;e:"nn;;-rC~off-ae~eO;--------
Mary Fallin 

Secretary of State Governor 

OKLAHOMA SECRETARY OF STATE RECEIVED 
MAY,092012

May 4,2012 

OFFICE OF THE 
GOVERNOR 

The Honorable Mary Fallin 
Governor, State of Oklahoma 
Room 212, State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Ok 73105 

Re:	 State Question 762, Legislative Referendum 360
 
Proposed Constitutional Amendments to Parole Process
 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Pursuant to 34 O.S. § 9(C)(2), the Secretary of State has transmitted to the Secretary of the 
Election Board an attested copy of the above reference measure, and the Final Ballot Title 
submitted by the Attorney General. A copy of the Final Ballot Title is enclosed for your 
infonnation and records. 

If there are any questions, please do not hesitate to contact this office. 

Sincerely, 

V. Glenn Coffee
 
Secretary ,of State
 

~~~~t~ 
Assistant Secretary of State 

Enclosures:	 Attorney General's Final Ballot Title
 
Transmittal letter to Secretary of the State Election Board
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