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WHAT IS NEPA AND THE ODOT
DECISION MAKING PROCESS?

NEPA is an acronym for the federal law called the
\ational Environmental Policy Act, enacted in 1969. In
yrder to use federal funds, a decision-making process
hat balances the social, economic, and environmental
oncerns must be conducted. Public Involvement and
omments are part of the NEPA process. The Depart-
nent will solicit comments from State, Federal, Tribal,
yublic, and local agencies, and will continue to coordi-
1ate with them as necessary. Data will be collected on
yotential environmental issues such as noise, wetlands,
ultural resources, historic resources, parks, displace-
nents of homes or businesses, etc., to evaluate poten-
1al impacts of the proposed improvements. Economic
mpacts such as construction costs, estimated right-of-
vay, and utility cost data will also be evaluated. This
nformation is utilized to make sound decisions in trans-
yortation improvements.

ITEMS CONSIDERED DURING

PROJECT DEVELOPMENT

Purpose and Need for Project
Alternates

Affected Environment

Possible Environmental Consequences:

Air Quality Impacts

Community Impact Assessment

Consideration Relating to Pedestrians and Bicy-
clists

Construction Impacts

Cultural Resources and Archeological Sites
Economic Impacts

Effects on Public Parks, Wildlife and Waterfowl|
Refuges and Historic Sites

Energy

Environmental Justice

Farmland Impacts

Floodplain Issues

Hazardous Water / Underground Storage Tanks
Irreversible and Irretrievable Commitment of
Resources

Joint Development

Land Use Impacts

Noise Impacts

Permits

Relationship of Local Short-Term Uses vs Long-
Term Productivity

Relocation Impacts / Right-of-way Acquisition
Secondary and Cumulative Impacts

Social Impacts

Threatened or Endangered Species

Visual Impacts

Wetland Impacts

Wildlife Impacts

Comments and Coordination / Public Involvement

State / Federal Agencies
Local / City Officials
Tribal Coordination
Interested Citizens

Engineering / Design / Drainage Concerns
Accidents / Safety Concerns







