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REAL ID REVISITED    About a year ago in FAM-gram 06-27 we published a story on the REAL ID Act.  The issue is back again.  The following is from a new news release plus material from the National Governors Association (NGA) on the Real ID Act 


“GOVERNORS    The nation’s governors are concerned that the (U.S.) Senate’s proposed use of Real ID drivers licenses and identification cards for employment authorization and identity is premature.  Governors continue to express their concerns that Real ID, the federally passed standards for state’s drivers licenses and identification cards, set time-lines and requirements that are unrealistic.  Governors have called upon Congress and the (U.S.) Department of Homeland Security (DHS) to at a minimum establish realistic guidelines, provide sufficient funds to states to comply with Real ID and allow states to use existing verification practices until federal and state electronic systems are fully developed and deployed.  To date, Congress has taken no concrete actions to implement states’ recommend-ations and the underlying proposal does not address governors’ concerns. 


CHALLENGES    Real ID presents significant operational and fiscal chal-lenges to states and the federal govern-ment, and will directly affect individual citizens.  Real ID, in its current form, is unworkable.  If the (federal) law is to serve its intended purpose, let alone serve as a document to secure employment, DHS and Congress must first adopt regulations    and pass legislation that incorporates governors’ recommendations. 


BACKGROUND    Reacting to the September 11 attacks, Congress passed the Real ID law intending to make it tougher for terrorists to obtain drivers licenses and for people without proper identification to board planes or enter federal buildings.  But with the deadlines for setting up the law a year away, states are frustrated.  They say the (federal) law—which requires states to use sources like birth certificates and national immigration databases to verify that people applying for or renew-ing driver licenses are American citizens or legal residents—will be too expensive and difficult to put in place by the May 2008 deadline.  (New York Times)


ACT    On May 11, 2005, Congress passed the Real ID Act as part of the Emergency Supplemental Appropriations Act for Defense, the Global War on Terror, and Tsunami Relief Act (P.L. 109-13), creating national standards for the issuance of state drivers licenses (DLs) and identification cards (IDs).  The act estab-lishes certain standards, procedures and requirements for state-issued DLs and IDs that must be met by May 11, 2008 if they are to be accepted as valid by the federal government.  These standards will alter long-standing state laws, regulations and practices governing the qualifications for and the production and issuance of DLs and IDs in every state.  They also will require substantial investments by states and the federal government to meet the objects of the act. 


COSTS    The cost of obtaining a drivers license could double, and renew-ing a license by mail would end by 2008, according to state officials responsible for enforcing a federal law aimed at thwarting terrorists and discouraging illegal immi-grants.  (USA Today)


ANALYSIS    A comprehensive analysis of the real ID Act reveals a cost to states of more than $11 billion over five years.  The report—which reflects findings from a survey conducted by the National Governors Association (NGA), National Conference of State Legislatures (NCSL), and the American Association of Motor Vehicle Administrators (AAMVA)—sets for consequences and costs of implement-ing the act and makes recommendations to facilitate a more realistic approach.  (Editor’s note:  this study was reviewed in FAM-gram 06-27).


RECOMMENDATIONS   Among the recommendations outlined in the report, states asked the federal government to: 

●extend the compliance deadline; 

●provide the funds necessary for states to comply with Real ID; 

●provide the federal electronic verification systems necessary to comply with the law;

●require states to employ electronic verification systems only as they become available; 

●implement a ten-year reenrollment schedule;

●adopt uniform naming conventions to facilitate electronic verification between files; 

●allow reciprocity for persons already vetted by the federal government;

●establish card security criteria based on performance—not technology; and 

●grant the (U.S.) Secretary of Homeland Security the flexibility to recognize innovation at the state level.”

The above was directly quoted, abstracted and/or condensed from the National Governors Association (NGA) June 7, 2007, news release “Governors Resist Expanding Real ID Mandate” by Jodi Omear. http://www.nga.org/portal/site/nga/menuitem.6c9a8a9ebc6ae07eee28aca9501010a0/?vgnextoid=8a8abc553f603110VgnVCM1000001a01010aRCRD and the NGA Real ID web site at  NGA webpage on Real ID

Oklahoma State Senate Committee Staff

Page 1


FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT:

Federal Action Monitor



Oklahoma State Senate Committee Staff

Phone 405/524-0126 x 761



Room 309-21-B State Capitol

FAX 405/521-5599




2300 North Lincoln Boulevard

E-mail:  clapper@lsb.state.ok.us


Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105-4808


Home page:  http://www.oksenate.gov/
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